TOWNSHIP OF WANTAGE RESOLUTION

Opposing State Charge To Municipalities For Costs of NJ State Police

Whereas, the New Jersey State Police was founded for the express purpose of bringing  law enforcement to rural towns that had no police forces of their own, and

Whereas, hundreds of thousands of people and thousands of businesses in nearly 100 towns, stretching from Sussex County to Cape May, and spread out over more than 2,000 square miles, rely on the State Police for protection, and

Whereas, the governing bodies of municipalities currently utilizing the service of the New Jersey State Police, who have relied on the integrity of the State Government’s commitment to public safety for almost a century, have structured their local spending plans on this long-standing promise, to create current budgetary  patterns in their local tax structure, and

Whereas, the concept of taxpayers being asked to pay for the cost of public services has never been approached from a user fee philosophy, and runs contrary to the State of New Jersey’s philosophy of paying for the costs of various public services, including but not limited to Supporting Special Education Needs, Increasing Affordable Housing Opportunities, Expanding Health Insurance for Children, Fighting Hunger, Reducing Gang-Related Violence, Promoting Women’s Health issues, Addressing Violence Against Women, Economic Growth and Homeland Security, all of which were identified as priority goals of the administration of Governor Corzine, and

Whereas, the concept of singling out one area of State Government’s cost for the purpose of converting it to a user fee philosophy, while not doing so for any of the other above-named public services, represents a poor, knee-jerk reaction to a fiscal crisis, and
Whereas, the decision to charge municipalities for the costs of the New Jersey State Police represents an unconstitutional act with no precedence or justification, and
Whereas, the decision to charge municipalities for the costs of the New Jersey State Police represents an unfunded mandate which is contrary to the tenets and requirements of New Jersey State Law, and 

Whereas, shifting this cost from an income-tax basis to a property-tax basis will have no discernible positive impact on the taxpayers of New Jersey, after factoring in the severe, long term negative economic impacts on New Jersey’s towns currently served by the New Jersey State Police, and

Whereas, implementation of such a plan does not provide tax relief, but rather represents shell game politics in an attempt to shift costs from state government to local government, and

Whereas, implementation of such a plan would impose a harsh penalty on those towns who accepted the State’s long-standing commitment to them, and would foster a hostile working relationship between State and Local government at a time when New Jersey’s citizens need, more than ever, a cooperative and progressive approach to tax relief and tax reform, 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Wantage does hereby express its strongest opposition to the decision to impose a charge on the rural communities of New Jersey for bearing the direct costs of public safety as it relates to the New Jersey State Police, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Wantage does hereby call upon Governor Jon Corzine and the New Jersey State Legislature to rescind the policy of charging municipalities for the costs of State Police Coverage.
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CERTIFICATION:  I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the Township Committee of the Township of Wantage, in the County of Sussex, New Jersey, at a meeting held on August 14, 2008.
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     James R. Doherty, Administrator Clerk
